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The next circumstances mentioned by our Lord as 
preceding o¢ the destruction of Jerusalem, though some 
of theni not immediately, are ‘‘wars, rumors of wars, 
and commotions; the rising of nation against nation. 
aud of kingdom against kingdom, great earthquakes, 


famines, pestilences, and tumults, in divers places ; 
and fearful sizhts and great signs from heaven.” |} 
shall shew the completion of these several particulars 
in the order of time. 

About the third year after our Lord’s death, Herod, 
tetrarch of Galilee, engaged in a trar with Aretas king | 


of Arabia Petrea; and all the tetrarch’s army was cut 
off in battle. through the treachery of some deserters. 
Phis was a rising of kingdom against kingdom. 

About the sixth year alter 
strong rumor cfawar with the Romans must have pre- 
For Caius Caligula, the Roman emperor, 
commanded Petronius to enter Judea with a great bo- 
dy of men; and, if the Jews opposed the erection of | 
his colossal statue in the temple, their obstinacy was | 
to be subdued by force of arms. ‘he inhabitants of } 
the country so strongly expected hostilities, that they | 
left their lands uncultivated; and though they dis- 
claimed al! design of war, for which they were wholly 
unprepared, yet all must have foreseen that persisting 
in the execution of this impious purpose, which the 
emperors death prevented, would have driven the 
Jews t. the most desperate acts of resistance. 


the death ot Christ. a 


vailed. 








Near the same time, a great nuinber of Jews, on ac- 
counl of a pesiilence which raged in Babylon, removed 
frou: that city to Seleucia. 
ful commotion : 


This occasioned a dread- 
for the Greeks and Syrians combined 
agains: the Jews, and slew of them five myriads. Jo- 
tephus mentions this calamity of his nation in strong 
terms; and says that the greatness of the slaughter 
was unparalleled in their former history. 

On the death of Caligula, the Jews, who had been 
rreatly oppressed at Alexandria during his reign, re- 
sumed courage, and took uparms. Upon which Clau- 
dius Cesar commanded the President of Egypt to com- 
pose thal insurreclion, and permitted the Jews to fol- 
low their own customs; that no fumult might happen 
alter the publication of his edict. 

; Claudius began to reign in the eight year after our 
Lord's death ; and, according to Usher, there were 
famines in the second, fourth, and eleventh years of 
thisemperor. Josephus says, **As a famine distressed 


“Jerusalem at that time, and many died for want of 


provisions, Helena, queen of Adiabene, sevt some of 
ber attendants to Alexandria with a large sum for the 
purchase of corn; and others to Cyprus for a cargo of 
fgs. And i. another place: ‘In the procuratorships 
of Fadus aud Alexander, “the great famine happened 
throughout Judea.» And again **A short time before 
the Roman war, under the emperor Claudius, and Ish- 
mael the high priest, a famine oppressed our country ; 
#0 that an assaron of corn was sold for five drachme.’» 
This famine extended itself through Greece and Italy ; 
and is the same with that predicted by the prophet 
Agabus. 
. About the eleventh year after the death of Chris t, 
when the procurator Fadus came to his prevince, he 


| Samaria, as he was going to keep the passover at 7] 











found the Jews who inhabited Perea in a state of com- 


motion with the Phi ‘Iadelphians thant the incanas ofa “During the : next year, - dietiita ard robbers threa ten * 
city called Mia, which was full of warlike-men. And ed those who obeyed the Romans with death, dWided 
the Pereans, who had taken up arms without the con- | themselves in bands about the country, plundered and 
sent of the principal persons among them, slew many | slew men of power, and burnt whole towns: so that 
of the Philadelphians. When Fadus heard this, he her Judea was full of their madness: and this war was 
was much exasperated; because they did not leave precipitately engaged in every day. 
the decision to him, if they thought themselves injured The Jewish historian immediately adds that another 
by the Philadelphians; but rashly had recourse to |/umult arose in Cesarea. The Jews und Syrians con- 
arms. He therefore seized three of their leaders, the | tended about the equality of their rights as citizens.— 
author of the commotion, and commanded that they | From reproaches they proceeded to force. The Jews 
afterwards he put to death one of| were superior: and when Felix could ‘not persuade 
whose name was Annibal; and banished the | them to desist, he slew and took many, and permitted 
other two, Amaramus and Eleazar.” As Philadelphia | his soldiers to pillage some rich houses. Still howev- 
was a Syrian city, this was a rising of nation against | et the disturbance contiued ; and the contest [of the 
nation. two nations] was referred to Nero. 
About the same time there was a disturbance in Je- 
Alexander in the administration of Judea about fifteen | rusalem between the high priests on one side, and the 
years after our Lord’s death, disturbances arose, and a] priests and the*leaders of the people on the other.— 
further destruction of the Jews happened. At the pas-| Each party headed a band of bold and factious attend- 
sover, an indignity was offered to the Jews within the} ants. They reviled and cast stones at each other,— 
precincts of the temple by a Roman soldier ; and some | Some of the priests, deprived of their offerings, perish- 
rash young men, and the turbulent part of the people|ed with hunger. To such a degree, says the historian, 
had recourse to violence, and hurled stones at the sol-| did the violence of the turbulent overcome all right. 
diers. Onthe appearance of a greater force, the Jews When Festus came into Judea, about twenty-nine 
fled so precipitately that at least ten thousani were | years afle: our Lord’s death, the province was overrun 
trodden under foot and perished. by robbers, and all the towns were burnt and plunder- 
Four years after this, a Galilean was murdered in| ed. Among these robbers was a great number of as- 
'sassins, who slew the high priest Jonatban, and spread 
and, because Cumanus neglected the com-/! such great terror throughout Jerusalem, that life be- 
plaint which this act occasioned, the Jews rose with- | came as uncertain asin the midst of war. . 
out a regular leader, and ravaged the country. A-| Albinus succeeded Festus in the province of Judea: 
vainst these ravagers Cumanus sent a body of horse, | and because Jesus the son of Gamaliel, superseded 
who took and slew many. And a great number of the | | Jesus the son of Damneus, in the high -grtestoad, tur- 
dispersed Jews turned robbers; and throughout the | bulent opposi/ion followed, bodies of the most daring 
whole country there were rapines, and risings of those | men were collected, and the adverse parties often pro- 
whose dispositions were most daring. ;ceeded from reproaches to casting stowes at each 
Mutual plunderings, ambushes, and sometimes bat- other. 
tles, continued between the two nations; anda war! Gessius Florus administered the affairs of Judea af- 
would have followed, if Quadratus, the governor of ter Albinus ; and, about the thirty third year after 
Syria, had not interposed. | Christ's death, when Nero had determmed against the 
Quadratus passed from Samaria to Cesarea, and | Jews in the dispute at Cesarea, a contest about a syn- 
thence to Lydda. in both which cities he punished | agegue, and a contemptuous act towards their religion, 
some Jews with death, because he learnt that they caused a rising of the more hasty and turbulent part 
were promoting revolts against the Romans. | of the Jewish inhabitants, and a combat with their op- 
About the twentieth year after the d:ath of Christ, | ponents. Hence, says the historian, arose the Roman 
there was so great an earthquake at Apamea, a Syrian war; the occasior of which was by no meaus propor- 
city in which Jews dwelt, that the emperor Clandius | tioned to the ensuing calamities. 
remitted the tribute of that city for five years. | After this Florus sent to the sacred treasury in Jeru- 
In the year after this. Claudius banished the Jews | salem, and robbed it of seventeen talents; which 
from Rome ; because, says Suetonius, through the in- | caused an insurrection in that city. And the governor, 
stigation of Curestus, they were continually raising; when he ought to have extinguished the war which 
tumul's. Whether these disturbances arose from the | was kindling at Cesarea, and to have removed the 
vehement zeal of Jewish Christians for their new reli- | causes of the f/umul/, marched an army to Jerusalem, 
gion, or of other Christians confounded under the no- | plundered the houses, siaughtered the inhabitants to 
tion of Jews; or from the persecutions raised by the | the number of three thousand six hundred, and, with 
Jews against the Christians; or from erroneous con- | ‘an unparalleled indignity and cruelty, eccaged and 
ceptions of Christian liberty ; or whether they were | crucified certain Jews advanced to the equestrian 
falsely attributed to the Christians, when they were | order. 
only the object of hatred and persecution on account| The deaths of these were lamented by the Jewish 
ofthe proselytes which they made from Judaism and multitude with the loudest clamors, and with invidious 
Heathenism; what, I say, were the causes of the tur- | words against -he governor: the tumult, however, was 
bulent conduct mentioned, and io what degree it was|allayed by the interposition of the chief priests and 
groundlessly imputed, cannot now be determined.— | leading citizens, 
But I think that in the corrupted word Curestos, | 


should be bound: 
them, 


Josephus says that under Cumanus, who succeeded 





rnsalem: 


But Florus, intent on inflaming the people, required 


which the historian supposed to be the same withchrestos | that they would shew themselves well affected by go- 
there is a reference to Carist; of whom Suetonius | ing out to meet some of his soldiers who were expect- 
had a general and indistinct knowledge as the head of | ed froin Cesarea; whom he perfidiously commanded 
a new religion, and therefore calls him the original | not to return such salutations as they should receive, 
author of the disorders mentioned 


and to employ their arms if his conduct was reproached. 
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The vile plot succeeded. The soldiers beat the Jews; While Agrippa was absent from 


with clubs, and trod them under foot with their horses. 
There was a great throng at the gates, and a dreadful 
destruction of those who fell. 

King Agrippa dissuaded the people from an immed- 
iate war with the Romans: but when he used persua- 
sion with the multitude to obey Florus till Cesar ap- 
pointed him a successor, they reviled him, forbad hin, 
their city, and cast stones at him. 

About this time some of the Jews who most desired 
war, seized on the fortress of Masada by stratagem, and 
stew the Roman garrison. And whereas the Jews sa- 
crificed twice a day for the emperor and the Roman 
people, Eleazar son of the high priest, a most daring 
youth, who at that time commanded in the temple, 
persuaded the officiating priests vot .o admit the gift 
or sacrifice of auy foreigner. This laid the foundation 
of the Roman war; as they rejected Cesar’s sacrifice 
for the Romans. 

Upon this began a dissention between the peaceful 
and seditious Jews. They occupied different: parts of 
the city, & there was much mutual slaughter for seven 
days ; but on the eight day the seditious were supe 
rior and committed great devastation, After this vic- 
tory they besieged Antonia, took it in two days, destroy- 
ed the garrison and burnt the fortress. 

At this period Manaim, son of Judas the Galilean, 
headed an insurrection, armed his followers from Her- 
od’s armory at Masada, besieged Jerusalem, made a 
truce with the Jewish party attached to the Romans, 
and suffered them to depart the city. Upon this the 
Roman soldiers quitted their camp, and retired to 
three of the strong towers with which Jerusalem was 
fortified. Their camp was burnt by Manaim, and 
such as loitered behind were destroyed. 

Manaim conducted himself with such regal loftiness, 
that he was attacked by Fleazar as he was pompously 
worshipping in the temple ; his adherents were put to 
flight and slaughtered; and he himself was dragged 
from a disgraceful lurking hole, and miserably perish- 
ed in the midst of tortures. 

The Jews who had taken arms continued the insur- 
rection against the sense of the people ; and though 
Metilius, the Roman commander, had capitulated with 
Eleazar on the single condition that tne lives of the 
Romans should be spared, the impious and infatuated 
Jews murdered the garrison on the sabbath, as soon as 
they had surrendered their shields and swords: a light 


calamity to the Roman empire, but to the Jews a pre- | 


iude of national destruction. 

On the same day, and at the same hour, the Syrian 
inhabitants of Cesarea butchered above twenty thou- 
sand Jews ; which cruelty the enraged Jews retaliated 
on the Syrian cities: and these in return slaughtered 
the Jews, both from a principle of national hatred and 
of self preservation. So that that was a dreadful tu- 
mull throughout all Syria; every city was divided into 
two camps; it was the security of one party to antici- 
pate the destruction of the other ; and the whole pro- 
vince was full of unspeakable calamities. 

When the Jews attacked Scythopolis, those of their 
own nation opposed them, and preferred safety to the 
tie of relationship. But their unnatural alacrity raised 
the suspicion of the Syrian inhabitants; and they were 
required to prove their fidelity by retiring with their 
families to a neighboring grove, were above thirteen 
thousand ofthem were slain in the night. 

Besides this slaughter in Scythopolis, the other cities 
of Syria rose against the Jewish inhabitants. At As- 
calon two thousand five hundred were slain; at Ptole- 
mais two thousand ; and not a few were put in chains. 
The Tyrians also destroyed many, and threw more into 
prison. Those likewise of Hippos and Gadara killed 
the daring Jews, and kept the timid in custody: and 
the rest of the Syrian cities acted in like manner, xs 
they were led by hatred or fear towards the Jews.— 


This was therefore a remarkable rising of nation a- 
gainst nation. 





' round. 











visit to Cestius Gallus at Antioch, s 
blest and wisest citizens of Batavia came to Noarus, 
who administered the king’s affairs in his absence, 


and desired a sufficient force to quash any distur | 


bance which might rise among them. The excessive 


avarice of the governor induced him to send soldiers 


by night, and put to the sword this whole deputation | 


of his own countrymen. 


At this time the furbulent Jews seized the fortress of ; city, as likely to be soon taken.” 


his kingdom, vn a: 


‘northern part of the temple, and, forming a tortoise 
eventy of the no-| with their shields, prepared to burn the gate. A great 


terror seized the seditious: and, as these wicked men 
gave ground,the people prepared to receive Cestiusasa 
benefactor. But he, unacquainted with these circum- 
stances, suddenly called off his: soldiers, relinquished 
his hopes of success without suffering any misfortune, 
and most unexpectedly evacuated the city. 

Josephus says that “many had now fled from the 
And at*this period 


Cyprus which stood above Jericho, destroyed the gar- | it is probable that the Christians fled ; revereucmg our 


rison, and levelled the fortifications. 


cuaded the Roman soldiers to surrender the castle of | 
'account of the passover in the year seventy, and fly a 


| second time from that devoted city. 


Macherus, of which they themselves took immediate 
possession. 

A disturbance at Alexandria, the consequence of a 
jealousy which had long subsisted between the origi- 
nal inhabitants and the Jews, caused a dreadful havoc 
of the latter by the Roman soldiers, who spared neith- 
er infants nor aged; so that the whole district occupi- 


ed by the Jews was deluged with blood, and heaps of 


dead, to the number of fifty thousand, covered the 
And yet the people of Alexandria, through 
excess of hatred, could with difficulty be restrained, 
and dragged away from the dead bodies. Here like- 
wise was a rising of nalion against nalion. 


At this time Cestius Gallus put himself in motion | 


They also per- | Lord’s forewarnivg, bul mistaking the time, 





them might afterwards return; or go to Jerusalem on 


Cestius was harassed and greatly endangered in his 
retreat; and, after this, it is observed by the historian 
that many of the illustrious Jews swam from the city 
as from a sinking ship. 

At this time the inhabitants of Damascus slew in 
one hour ten thousand unarmed Jews: and afterwards 
they destroyed eight thousand more, tegether with 
their wives and families. 

The administration of Galilee was committed by 
the Jews to Josephus, who had full employment in 
quelling tumults and rerolts ; and three cities, Giscala, 
Seppboris and Tiberias, were reduced by him to obed- 


with a large army ; and plundered and burnt the beau lience, and plundered by his soldiers. ‘Thus were the 


tiful city of Zabulon in Galilee, the inhabitants of 
After Cestius’ march, poset. 


which fled to the mountains. 
the Jews rose on the inhabitants of Berytus, a Pheni- 


'commictions and civil disturbances in Galilee com- 


in the toparchy of Acrabatene much sedition and 


cian city, and slew about two thousand ; which was, rapine prevailed at this time ; and when Simon, the 


alsoa rising of nalion against nation, 


Cestius treated the city of Joppa in the same man- 
ner with Zabulon, and the number of slain in it was 
eight thousand four hundred. He then laid waste the 
district of Narbatene in the neighborhood of Cesarea, 
destroyed many of the inhabitants, seized on their pos- 
sessions, and burnt their towns. After this he sent an 
army into Galalee ; which was received with accla- 


mations by the citizens of Sepphoris, the strongest | 


place in that country. But the sed:t.ous Jews fled to 
the mountain Asamon, the most central in Galilee, 
where above two thousand of them were cut to pieces 
by the Roman army. 

Every thing heing quiet in Galilee, Cestius return- 
ed to Cesarea. The Jews fied before him from the 
tower of Aphecus; and at Lydda he destroved only 
seventy, as the rest were keeping the feast of taberna- 
cles at Jerusalem. He burnt the city of Lydda, 
marched upwards by Bethoron, and encamped at Ga- 
bao within fifty furlongs of Jerusalem. 

The rage ofthe Jews enabled them to give the Ro- 


man army a slight check in the field ; and when king | 
‘joys of a pious old lady, whom he considered a re- 


Agrippa sent two ambassadors to propose a peace with 
the Romans, the same rage impelled them to kill one 
and wound the other. It is true that many of the 


Jews were moved with iudignation at this breach of | 
ce ‘ } 
public faith; but the sedifious part attacked such with 


stoves and clubs. 
This tumult among the Jews caused Cestius to pitch 





| leader in those disturbances, was controled by a force 
‘sent from Jerusalem, he took refuge in Masada, and 
(from that fortress plundered Idumea: 
| rising of the Jewish nation against the Idumean. 


which was @ 


(To be Continued.) 


——_ 





From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer, 


A DIALOGUE 
Between a Universalist and a Calvinist Baptist. 

{It is properto observe, that the conversation, oi 
which the following is the substance, was in the 
presence of asick man, who professed a belief in the 
final salvation of all men. The Calviuist Baptist 
had frequently visited the declining man, and in 
addition to deeds of kindness, had endeavoured to 
shake his faith in the doctrine he professed. He ex- 
pressed a tearful concern for the immortal welfare of 
his sick neighbor, and did all in his power to alarm him 


‘and destroy his confidence in the God of his salvation. 


When the * Universalist” entered the room, the 


‘* Baptist?’ was relating the religious exercises anc 
After 


markable example of christian resiguation. 


‘the usual civilities, and he had explained the nature 


of his discourse, the Baptist proceeding as follows. | 
Tue Barrist. The old lady is really pious, and 

gives the fullest evidence of being a child of God.— 

Her mind seems to be wholly exercised in religion— 


his camp within seven furlongs of Jerusalem: and he | she is waiting till her change come, that she may go 


waited three days in that situation, expecting favora- | 
/such evidence of being born again by the Holy Spir- 
/it, to be reconciled and happy in view of death and 


ble measures from his friends within the walls. On 
the fourth day he entered the gates: the seditious re- 
tired to the inner parts, and to the temple: and the 
Roman general burnt three divisions of the city, en- 
camped opposite to the royal palace, and, if Florus’ 
party had not dissuaded him, might then have put a 
period to' the war; which from this neglect was pro- 
tracted afterwards to so great a length, and brought 
incurable calamities on the Jews. 

In the mean time, many of the chief citizens assured 
Cestius of their readiness to open the gates of the in- 
ner city, and temple: but they were discovered 
through the loftiness or distrust of the Roman com- 
mander. For five days the Romans in vain attempted 


to make an impression; on the sixth they attacked the 








and be with Christ. O, itis a blessed thing to give 


eternity. 

Tuer Universauist. Yes, sir,it is truly gratifying 
to witness a scene like that you were mentioning. 
I can speak experimentally, when I say it is a serious 
pleasing sight to behold such instances of pious resig- 
nation. It has been my privilege to visit many whose 
minds were iua purely religious frame. I have just 
left the sick chamber of an elderly woman who is proba- 
bly in a consumption ; she is as perfectly willing to die, 
as any person in town isto live and enjoy good health. — 
Her faith in Christ is so great and lively, that he: 
only fear appeares to be, that she may posibly recover, 
and not go immediately to be with Christ. So! sup 
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soa Te : 
poses sir, that you W 
__would you not? 
Bap Why, I do not know as I} should. 
on al in such cases. 
ends on circumstancs, In suc 
' Uni Ah, and what are the circumstances, to which 


ould cobsider her *t a child ef God,” 


Much de- 





e? 
Well I will tell you, 
ow that the person had expe ienced religions 


you allud 
Bap. 

sary to kr ' 

and had given evidence of a 


sir. It would be neces- 


nd godliness. 


piety a , = 
Rut if all ¢haf is necessary to show that one 


Uni. ; 
the child of God. why do you take so much pains to al- 
‘faith of people ona death-bed? Suppose you 


ter the f 
m to your opinion, will that enable them te 


convert the 
a previous life of piety? 


exhibit 
Why, no, I don’t know as tt would ; but there 


Sap. 
ities instances, in which God performs his strange 
work, and plack sinners, as brands from the burning, 
even in their last si kness. ‘Still 1 do not consider it 
safe, in general, to depend on death-bed repentance. 

Uni. Very well. sir, you shall have things according 
to your own weight and measure. The aged woman 
of whom I was speaking, was converted many years 
avo, joined an orthodox church in this town, and has 
oie Wate maintained a good christian character, as 
the venerable clergyman to whose church she belong- 
ed can testify. Are these circumstances enough to 
convince you ef her piety and fitness for heaven ? 

Bap. \ do not know as they are. 1 should wish to 
to know that she embraced the leading points of the 
gospel, befere I passed my judgment in her favor. 

Uni. But it appears to me, you change your ground 
efien. Just now, you called a reconciled, happy frame 
of mind, the brightest evidence of one’s being the 
child of God; then, you required certain circums/an- 

_ as the one thing needful in the case; but having 
them furnished, you are now after something else, and 
must have them believe right, as well as feel and act 
ivht. 


in the sequel, notwithstanding these introductory dif- 


But never mind that; perhaps we shall a:vee | 


ferences. What are those points that you consider so, 
saa ntial ? 

@rsecatids 
Pap. Why, there are many important points in the 


But a cordial belief in the | 
necessity of repentance, of regeneration by the Holy 


faith of God’s children. 
Spirit, ani of being saved by Jesus Christ, and by him 
alone, is :adispensable to the christian faith. 

Uni. Very good, sir; you must yet admit that the | 
aged person | was speaking of, is a true child of God ; 
for she is very clear and stedfast on all those points.— | 


Sie holds that repentance is essential to salvation— 
ibat every hard and corrupt heart must be renewed, 
and that not one sinner will be, or can be saved, ex- 
cept through Jesus Christ. Sol conclude you will 
owo her as a child of God. 

Bap. O yes, 1 don’t know but I shall, if all that is 
true; and! have uo right to dispute your word. 

Cni. Well, sir, | am really glad to see you so liber- 
al and reasonable, after so long arun. J am the more 
pleased, becanse the good old lady informed me, afew 
days ago, that she-believed in the doctrine of Univer- 
sal Salvation, when she joined Parson K*****s church, 
and that ie knew it; that she had remained in the 
the same faith ever since; and, notwithstanding all | 
the pains that had been taken, before and since her | 
sickness to alter her belief, she continued to increase | 





in faith and joy: that her Sasiour appears more and | 


more precious ; and that he is able and willing to re- | 
store, in his own proper time, the whole world of man- 
kind. She— 

Bap. Ah, you have said enough to convince me that 
she is not a christian ; she is not a child of God; it is 
iS impossible, 

Uni. But why so, my dear sir ? 

Bap. Because she cannot be a christian and em- 


r ' 
renewed heart, by a life of 


‘tance, reformation, and forty or fifty years walk of pie- | 


_to save ourselves. 
entirely helpless state. 


|member very well how it was with me when | was 





brace that fatal delusion. No child of God ever be- 


liey ; 
ed that dangerous heresy. It causes them griefto 
See others embrace it. 


Uni. But what do you mean by heresy ? It connot | 
be a cordial assent to the leading point, just men-, 
tioned. 

Bap. O no; it is the belief that all mankind will be | 
finally saved. | 

Una. Then you call it heresy, on account of the 
number embraced in the faith, and not on account of 





' 


‘the means by which the great work is effected ? 


Bap. No, you don’t exactly understand me ; I mean | 
that a belief in your doctrine is enough to convince | 
me, that the person who has that faith, is not a child! 
of God, or true. christian. 

Uni; Well, sir, now I understand you ; your mean- | 
ing is, that no person can be a christian, unless he be-, 
lieves in the doctrine of endless misery. That repen- | 
ty, together with a calm and fearless resignation to 
the will of God on a bed of sickness and of death, must 
all become prostrate before this all-essential article of | 
the orthodox faith. You mean to tel! me that / am 
nol a christian, but an infidel or a heretic. 

Bap. Yes, you may have it so, if you please ; though 
I don’t wish, to say/ any thing to give offence, or that 
may be considered improper. 

Uni. You have done right, sir, in dealing plainly 
with me; I want no flattery; nor shall I take any of- 
fence at your frankness. I have a very different opin- 
ion of you, from what you have of me; I consider you 
a pious, well meaning christian, though I| think you im- 
bibe some very erroneous notions of religion. but 
since you believe yourself to be a real christian, by 
having been made to believe in that, without which 
no one can bea child of God, I wish you to instruct 
me a little. that | may not remain in the gross darkness, 
in which you think Jam. Let me inquire, what the 
uurenewed sinner must do, in order to save himself, or 
induce God to save him. Because, if any thing can be 
done by me, to escape eternal wo, I engage to set my- 
self about it forthwith. 

Bap. O, you misunderstand my meaning, if you sup- 
pose I would imply, that any thing can be done by us, 
The sinner is in a depraved and 
He is blind, and deaf, and 
lost, and even dead in trespasses and sins, and has no 
more power to renew his own Soul, than a dead man 
has to see, or hear, or feel, or rise up and walk. I re- 


The work was wholly of God. I stood 
out against the divine Spirit, till | was overcome by its 
almighty power, and compelled to submit. Ican take 
po part of the praise to myself; the glory belongs to 
God, because the work is altogether his. Ifthe sinner 
could do any thing towards his own salvation, he would 
have a right to claim part of the praise, should he do 
all that was in his power. But God has assured his 
people, that he will not give his praise to another. 

Uni. | thank you, sir, for your kindness in putting 
me back in your path again. You do not hold, then. 
that an unconverted person can do any thing, whatev- 
er, towards his salvation ; but that it is wholly of God. 
The siuner is blind, deaf, helpless and dead, and there- 
fore wholly and entirely dependent on the agency of 
the Spirit, for his conversion and salvation. 

Bap. Yes, that is my meaning; and not, as you 
were disposed to imply, that the sinner must do some- 
thing to save himself. If salvation was of works, there 
would be no need of grace; but we are saved by 
grace, and not by worky: 

Uni. Well, sir, since we thus far understand each 
other, | want to ask you, what you are calculating to 
effect by your labors on this sick man. I am told that 
you are daily warning him of his danger, exhorting 
him to repent, to secure an interest in Christ, before it 


converted. 








is forever too late ; and much more of the same kind. 

Now, what propriety is there, in such exhortations? 
Bap. Why, Mr. S—————,, do you not admit that 

the sinner should improve the means of grace. and seek 


SS 


want Mr. N to submit to the operations of 
God’s spirit, and fall in with the overtures of mercy. 
God is willing to save, if he will but comply with the 
concfitions of the gospel, while the door of mercy | 
open. 

Uni. But I am really surprised at your language. 
Capt. B————..—- Do you mean that a dead man, o 
one who is unconverted, can comply with the terms of 
mercy? And if he should comply with the condilions 
of the gospel, as you call them, would he not do some- 
thing towards his salvation? If he cannot be saved 
unless he does something, and by doing it is saved, ft 
am sore you will not persist in saying, he has done 
nothing towards his salvation, Will you just inform 
this sick man of one thing which he can do to secure 
his eternal salvation? 


Bap. Tell bim what he cando? Why, | just now 
told you that salvation was wholly of God, and that 
the creature’s works had nothing to do with it. God 
knows who are his people, and he makes them willing 
in the day of his power; and they give all the glory to 
him. This is the way in which | understand the sub- 
ject, and it appears plain and easy to all the dear child- 
ren of God. But those who are unrenewed, and un- 
converted, and bliud, cannot see the beauty of this 
work of God for his children. 


Uni. Very well; having settled one point, and as- 


_certained that, according to your creed, the sinner can 


do nothing but stand still and see the salvation of God, 


| 1 will take the liberty to ask you what you mean by 


the dear children of God, and by their salvation. Do 
you mean that God has elected a definite number of 
his sinful cdspring, and that he saves them in his own 
time and way ? 


Bap. Why, that is a subject that I do not care say- 
ing wuch about. I generally tell people who ask me 
that question, that God is willing to save all penitent 
sinners ; and that if they come to him, in the way the 
gospel prescribes, that he will accept of them and save 
them. This is as much as | think it prudent to say to 
unrenewed people, on that point. It is a very delicate 
subject, and must be handled in a delicale manner. 


Uni. | understand you, sir; but then, your answer 
does not satisfy me at all. You need not use any re- 
serve with me; for any thing that looks like equivoca- 
tion is by no means calculated to satisfy my mind. ! 
did not ask you about God’s being wiliing that men 
should be saved; but I inquired whether or no, you 
admit that he has a purpose in sending his son into the 
world. When God sent the Lord Jesus to die for men, 
did he determine to save and make happy a certain 
number of the human family; or was he less curefu! 
concerning the final result of his mission, than of the 
consequences which might follow the fall of a sparrow 
or of an hair from your head? Now, be honest, and 
let us know your views. 


Bap. Indeed, it is a rery delicate point ; and I chose 
to touch upon it cautious!y. But when! do see fit to 
express my opinion ov the subject, | am constrained to 
vay that I believe God had chosen a certain part cf 
mankind for himself, on whom he intended to pour out 
his grace, even before Adam was created. They are 
his chosen people, and he determined to save them 
from all eternity. He chose them in the covenant of 
his grace, and their salvation is just as certain as the 
oath of God. But I don’t wish to say this before unre- 
newed people, because it is naturally calculated to 
harden their hearts and ake them worse. 

Uni. Now you talk candidly, and give us some in- 
formation concerning your real belief. You and | are 


perfectly agreed that all will be finally made happy, 
whom God lacluded in the covevant of mercy ; but | 
want to know whether you suppose there is any way 
provided for the salvation of those helpless, ruined sin- 
ners, whom God did not, according to your views, dé- 





for repentance, and ask God for his holy Spirit? I 


sign to save by his Son? Can you tell me how they can 
| obtain eternal life and be happy forever? 
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Bap. | don’t wishtosay any thing on that point, | must | ruth, what shall be said of a convention of clergymen, 
leave them in the hands of a merciful God; he best} who unblushingly sanctioned by their silence, this 
knows what will become of them. 

Uni. But, sir, ] cannot believe you are sincete in|the unsupported and contradictory assertions of an 
what you now say. You donot believe that God is | avonymous correspondent are in their view more than 
merciful towards (hem, however he may be, as it re- | paramount to the declarations of four responsible men 
spects “his people.’> Do be honest once more; and —so be it. 
tell us plainly whether these sinners, can possibly, mt TO THE GENERAL BAPTIST CONVENTION 
things considered, be saved. Remember, sir, we are OF CONNECTICUT. 
in the company ofa sick man, who takes the deepest 
interest, in what we say. Brethren,—I herewith present you a number of 

Bap. Well, let it go that the finally impenitent were the Christian Secretary, and two o1 the Religious In- 
not included in the covenant of merey ; still they ought | quirer. The former published under your special pat- 
to strive to fee from the wrath to come. We don’t! ronage, edited by Mr. Gurdon Robins; the latter con- 
know who are chosen and who are not: so there is no | ducted by the subscriber. Iu the Christian Secretary 
excuse for indifference ; God will not save without the | you will perceive a production, headed—*: Value of 
use of means. Universalism in a dying hour,” and in the two latter 

Uni. But what means can people use. if God has re- | What is considered as a refutation of that piece, witha 
probated them to endless misery? ‘here are ‘no request for its insertion in the Secretary ; which re- 
means for them ; and why not say it, in so many words? A eneeg has been twice unavailingly reiterated. 

Why talk about their using means to be saved? You! Were the same course to be pursued in what is 
know it is altogether preposterous and deceptive.— | termed secular matter, or where individual character 
And now | want you to tell me what the elect are saved | Was alone concerned, it is believed that the general 
|good sense of the community would be in perfect a 

Bap. Why, they are by nature and practice as sin- | Sreement with the dictates of christianity, and a de- 
ful as others, and as such, exposed to God's everlast- | parture from the goldcf rule laid down by him whom 
ing displeasure, But he interposes with his blood and | We mutually profess to follow, be marked by unequiv- 
saves them from the wrath to come. ,ocal disapprobation. 

Uni. It cannot be that you understand yourself, my| In the case on which you are now requested to pass 
friend. IfGod chose an elect number, from eternity, |a decision, it must be evident that the result caunet in 
do you not see that, never since they were thus chosen, | the least affect those principles by which we are dis- 
could they be exposed to such punishment? The | tinguished. It isnot av abstruce question, vor a meta- 
elect were never in the danger you describe, even ac- | physical subtlety, requiring elaborate investigation ; 
cording to your own creed. Not only so, but the non- but one which it is believed, meets a definite re- 
elect can never be in less danger; because no way is! sponse in every honest heart. 
provided for their salvation. Of what service then, ‘The question which I propose for your answer is een- 
are all your frightful warnings? Nor is that the most; cisely this: 
palpable inconsistency, in your doctrine. If God was; ‘ Do you approbate the conduct of Mr. Robins in 
avgry with the elect, and wanted to damn them, how | refusing to retract a refuted slander?” 
came a way to be provided for their escape? Could; ‘hat this isa plain and correct statement of the 
he be full of wrath towards them, and yet Jove them so, ‘question at issue, is evident from some facts which you 
az to save them from his own wrath? Look at your! cannot failduly to appreciate. 1. 
scheme, sir, and see its absurdities. 





} 
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The piece sigued 
It is full of con-| G. M. is anonymous, and if we can credit the same 
But lest we should Writer in his ** loud preaching to Universalists,” he 
exhaust the strength of the sick man, | shall refrain does not believe what he has written in the piece un- 
from making any further remarks, der consideration. 2. The refutation comes under the 
sanction of four names, who have had, and it appears 
they have faithfully used, the means of ascertaining 
the fact in this case. One of these certainly is not un- 
known to the public as a scholar and a gentleman.— 
| The others, though not so well known to fame, we can 
|have nojust reason to doubt on a point whieh so pear- 
ly affects their character; all have staked their repu- 
tation for veracity on the truth of the refutation, and if 
they have wilfully misrepresented--G. M. can readily 
make it manifest. Sufficient time has elapsed to au- 
thenticate the story copied from the Christian Gazette, 
and a thorough investigation might easily be obtained ; 


tradictions and inconsistencies. 





From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer. 





During the absence of Mr. Bisbe, the editorial la- 
vors of this paper have of necessity devolved upon 
another. This would not be noticed, but for the un- 
pleasant circumstance with which it is connected.— 
‘The readers of the Inquirer will recollect that in No. | 
11, a notice was given, that the conduct of the editor 
of the Christian Secretary would probably be laid be- 
fore the Baptist Convention, to be holden in Hartford, 
(Cenn.) on the 8th instant. Agreeably to that notice, = : Loh 
a» address was prepared, and transmitted to the Con- and itis believed that no man would willingly rest un- 
vention through their Secretary. who has since inform- Gor Se Tppeintion oF. Ear hene, yes oe npeid 
ed the wriler of this article, tuat the subject has been and aia Sua tar§ - nenperery 5 queuiynes hie irom je 
indefinitely postponed ; or, in plain English, considered proach. The silence of those concerned in this affair 
vuworthy their attention. ‘This event was not unex- - the _— remarkable, xi savers! numbers sa hers In- 
pected. ‘The course uniformly pursued by that paper, quirer containing the extract from Mr. Morse’s letter 
warranted the anticipation of this result. —Better was vs gions peas ad SONI EP FAPENE. 8 NO Wr 
indeed hoped, but the hopes were faint indeed. It was Pa eee 
not rational to conclude, that the vascillating princi- 
ple, and crooked policy of the editor of that paper, 
would be suddeuly converted into fixed principles, 
and christian-like conduct. 


Under existing circumstances then, you wil] hardly 
believe that Mr. Robins still credits the tale which he 
was so ready to spread. [ihe does, why not state it to 
the subscriber, rather than to treat the subject with 


Having long since seen, 
; ? 
silent contempt / 


that the progress of their sect was in the inverse ratio Uni list Nel be f lof 
ey it, : : niversalists, nor c: yaralle Oo s -at- 
of ligitt in the human understanding, they have contin- oma, MOF CRG & parelins Se louay of Rene week 


ved to act ov the principle, that the means used for Sneek Frees be shes nog he veh khest woere span 
fa : . ; less was at issue, is one directly in point, which is not 
the accomplishment of their purposes are sanctified by ly f, : ; 
the end in prospect. The light is therefore hidden. = ata” ang & weeld be my Pp per nits, oe ae- 
Not wishing, however, to forestall public opinion, knowledge the same course of conduct reciprocated. 
the address is annexed. It may possibly be suggested, that the language in 


This is not the course pursued by 


If it contains misrepresenta- 





tious, no doubt it would soon be discovered: if it is p which the refutation is couched, is needlessly severe in 


barefaced dereliction from the path of propriety? If 


| 


| 














remarking on the motives to the original publication. 
Should this be urged, still it is not seen that this should 
prevent a notice of the refutation in some form, a8 was 
requested by note from me. But on such premises, it 
is hardly conceived how a refutation should be worded 
so as certainly to please him whose wrong doing has 
made retraction proper. If the aggressor is the person 
to dictate the style in which his misrepresentations 
shall be noticed, it is certainly one of those innovations 
which does not exhibit an improvement. 

I shall add but few words in close, and those ] 
trust will be pertinent. A paper under your controul 
has spread an anonymous falsehood, and the slander is 
refuted. What is your duty as men and as christians ? 
Some of you have not forgotton that you were a perse- 
cuted sect--what are your feelings when those who 
rule feel power and forget right? As you would that 
others should render to you in exchange of circumstan- 
ces—-so do--and receive the plaudit of an approving 
conscience. ‘That this approval may be yours as pro- 
fessed followers of the meek and lowly Jesus, is the 
sincere prayer of, yours with due respect, 

Joun Bisse, Jr. 

Ilartford, (Con.) June 6, 1825. 





"The following Hymn was sung at the Ordination 
of Br. CAnvin GARDNER, over the First Universal- 
ist Society in Charlestown. 

HYMN. 
BY A MEMBER OF THE SOCIETY. 


Mternal Father, God of peace, 
We bow before thy throne ; 

Aud sing that wond’rous love and grace 
Which calls us all thine own. 

Within these walls, O may thy voice 
Of pard’ning love be heard ; 

Here may the Lroken heart rejoice, 
The contrite sou! be cheer’d. 

And may thy Servant, who this day 
Is set apart for Thee, 

Enjoy the Gospe!’s heavenly ray 
And all thy glory see. 

And while he in thy vineyard stands 
Receiving corp and wine, 

Ob may thy people from bis hands 
Accept the gift divine. 

Teach him to show that peace on-earth 
Which true religion gives; 

And point the eye of Hope and Faith 
To realms where JEsvus lives. 


Oh may thy grace bis heart enlarge 
To teach thy precepts given, 

Till, with the people of his charge, 
They all arrive in heaven. 





A SERMON ON THE RESURRECTION. 


(cS- JUST received at this Office, for Sale, A SFR- 
MON, from 1 Cor, xv. 37, 58, **.and that which thou 
sowest thou sowest nol thal body that shall be. but bare 
grain, il may chance of wheat or some other grain: but 
God sirveth it a body as it hath pleased him. and lo every 
seedhisown body.” By Rev. Jonn Brooks. Price 1@ 
cents single. 
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Mr. C, Maynard, Sterling, Mss. 

tev. Adin Ballou, Milford, Mss. 

Capt. J. Ray, Blackstone, Mss. 

Mr. Benja. Ray, do. 
Daniel S. Perley, Haverhill, Mss. 
Moses Ross, do. 
John M. Spear, Abington, Mss. 
Jeremiah H. Curtis, Dover, N. H. 


if 
rS 2 


5 


. 
~ 


re HH rH eo t 
i a | 
Cc 


KFlipbalet Hunt, Esq. Sandewn, N. H. 2 
Rev. Calvin Monroe, Chatham, Mass. 4 
Mr. Luther Work, Northampton, Mss. 2 


e 
~ 


H.R. Park. Griswold, Con. 


t 


HENRY BOWEN. 
July 2, 1825. 
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